[image: image1.png]recordonline.com

‘romtha TIMES HERALD RECORD.





Court OKs shifts in NY congressional districts

Maps change for Hinchey, Hayworth

By James Nani Times Herald-Record
Published: 2:00 AM - 03/20/12 
A federal court in Brooklyn has officially set down boundaries for New York's congressional districts for the next 10 years, leaving retiring Rep. Maurice Hinchey's 22nd District now split among four districts.

The decision was released less than 24 hours before the scheduled March 20 start of the petitioning process for the June 26 congressional primaries.

Rep. Nan Hayworth's 19th District — now renumbered the 18th — will remain mostly the same. She would pick up the northern Orange County communities now represented by Hinchey, D-Hurley.

The eastern half of Hinchey's 22nd District in Sullivan and Ulster counties would form the southern end of a new 19th District. The proposed district would stretch north along both sides of the Hudson River to border, but not include, Albany and its adjacent counties. Rep. Chris Gibson, R-Kinderhook, would be the incumbent in the new 19th District.

The western half of Hinchey's district — covering the Binghamton area, up to Ithaca — would be split between newly proposed 22nd and 23rd Districts.

A three-judge federal magistrate took control of the process in late February and named U.S. Magistrate Judge Roanne Mann to draw the lines after state legislators failed to agree.

The court decision stated that "rather than challenge the merits of plaintiffs' claim before the three-judge panel or the magistrate judge, defendants questioned its ripeness, moving for dismissal on the ground that state inaction had not yet reached the point where a court could recognize a violation of federal law."

In the past, the specter of judicial creation of a congressional redistricting plan had spurred the state Legislature to produce its own plan just in time to avoid implementation of the judicial plan.

"This time is different," the decision said.
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